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NOTICE OF THE 1968 ANNUAL MEETING 
OF THE CONNECTICUT CHAPTER 


It is hoped that all members 
who can will attend part or all 
of the Annual Meeting of the Con- 
necticut Chapter which will be 
held as follows: 


TIME: Saturday, October 19, 1968 
at 10:30 AM 


PLACE: Bartlett Arboretum, at the 
Main House, 151 Brookdale Road, 
Stamford 
Directions: Exit from the 


Merritt Parkway on High Ridge 
Rd., Stamford; proceed north 
on High Ridge Rd. (Rte 137) 
approximately 13 miles; turn 
left on Brookdale Rd.j; pro- 
ceed about 1/3 mile; the Main 
House is the second house on 
the right. Signs to Bartlett 
Arboretum are at most turns. 


PROGRAM : 

10:30 AM Business Meeting, 
including election of officers 

11:30 AM Talk by Mr. Herbert 
Hiller, Director of Opera- 
tions at the Conservancy's 
National Office. Mr. Hiller 
has the difficult role of 
developing in a consistent 
manner all Conservancy ac~ 
quisition projects. 

12:30 PM Luncheon. Bring your 
own box lunch; hot coffee 
will be served. 

Afternoon: A guided tour of 
the Bartlett Arboretum will 
be led by its Director. 


September 1968 


The Bartlett Arboretum was pur— 
chased in November 1965 by the State 
of Connecticut. Preservation of 
this 62-acre tract was made possible 
by the quick action of The Nature 
Conservancy in backing local arrange- 
ments to hold this tract until the 
State could acquire the Arboretum 
under the Open Space Program. The 
area is now administered by the 
University of Connecticut, College 
of Agriculture. 


The Arboretum serves as an out- 
door museum of identified trees and 
shrubs arranged in patterns appro- 
priate to home landscape as well as 
several acres of natural woodlands 
and wetlands. 


The Main House, used for group 
meetings, also houses the Conser- 
vancy's Connecticut Chapter Office. 


MAP OF OUR CONNECTICUT PRESERVES 


The Connecticut Chapter is 
pleased to be able to give to each 
Chapter member a copy of the map 
of Nature Conservancy Preserves in 
Connecticut. Through the ef- 
forts of our Chapter Chairman, 

Mr. Charles Clark, this map was 
used for our Connecticut Exhibit 
at The Nature Conservancy National 
Conference in August. Your copy 
is enclosed with this Newsletter. 


THR PRESIDENT REPORTS - 


The 1968 Conference and 19th 
Annual Meeting of The Nature Con- 
servancy was held at Southampton 
College on Eastern Long Island in 
August. At that time, President 
Thomas Richards presente his 
Annual Report from which the 
following statements are diges- 
ted: 


National membership has risen 
this year from 11,000 to 15,000. 


- At the same time the Conservancy's 


expenses were increasing by only 
16%, the assets of the corporation 
increased 100% (from $8 million 

to $16 million.) - Sixty differ- 
ent projects, with a total acreage 
of 11,984 acres were preserved in 
the past year. Half our preserves 
are gifts (although acreage of . 
these is about 20% of the whole). 
- Faster repayment to the Matching 
& Loan Fund would allow even a 
greater number of projects. aa 
There are 381 active and 3 inactive 
Chapters in 26 states. - Need of 
funds for operations, the life 
blood of the Conservancy, con- 
tinues to increase. Continued 
Foundation support has been 
critical to successful con- 
tinuation of national operations, 
Efforts to increase private con- 
tribution to the operating funds 
as met with significant growth. 


This lovely area is now pro- 
tected by the Pond Mountain 


Trust with a reverter to 
the Conservancy. 


LAND PRESERVED IN CONNECTICUT 
SINCE SEPTEMBER 1967 | 


As we near the completion 
of another Chapter year it is 
interesting to see what has 
been accomplished during the 
past twelve months. The fol- 
lowing tabulation reflects only 
in part the tremendous effort 
committed to Conservancy affairs 
by dedicated volunteers, 


Land Preserved: 


By gift: 
Spiderweed - 157 acres 
Clinton Marsh- 2 acres 
Fuller Preserve - 35 acres 
Helen Whiting Ferris Salt 
Marsh - 2 acres 
Waldo Preserve -— 3 acres 
Cathedral Pines -— 42 acres 
Goose Island - about 23 acres 
Menunketesuck Marsh — 5 acres 
By purchase: 
Peterson Gorge - 12 acres 
Holly Pond - 2 acres 
Frederic P, Ordway Preserve 
(Devil's Den) addition - 
549 acres 
With reverter interest to 
the Conservancy: 
Pond Mountain Natural Area - 
722 acres 
Stanton Tract - 26 acres 
Another area in which the 
Conservancy played a key 
role in preserving; 


Lower Shingle Mill Pond - 
55 acres, 


Miss Myra Hopson, 
whose gift 
made possible 
the Pond Moun- 


tain Natural Area, 


STANTON TRACT: A Combination of 
the Arts and the Out-of-doors 


A gift of 26 acres on North 
Street in Plymouthby Mrs. Lawrence 
M. Stanton of Cornwall, was pre- 
sented to the newly created 
Plymouth Land Trust with a rever- 
ter clause to The Nature Conser- 
vancy. 


A local group, headed by Mrs. 
Stanton, has been converting the 
parn on this tract into a cultural 
center for music, drama, art and 
nature study. Programs held there 
this Summer have had a most enthu- 
siastic reception. 


Around the barn, where there 
are meadows and fruit trees, a 
wildflower garden is projected, 
for identification. There will 
be paths for close viewing and a 
small pool for water-oriented 
plants such as the marsh marigold 
or the pitcher plant. In keeping 
with Nature Conservancy policy, 
most of the land will be left in 
its natural state, with trails 
establised for accessibility. 


In addition to the meadows, 
the Stanton Tract (which is in 
two sections divided by North 
Street) has eighteen acres of 
hardwood forest. These woods are 
rich in arbutus, ladyslippers, 
azalea, wintergreen and partridge 
berry. There is also an acre 
peat swamp complete with lilies 
and masses of laurel. 


IN MEMORIAM 

It is with deep regret that 
we must report the death of life 
member: Paul A. Reynolds on Au- 
gust 13, 1968 at New London. A 
conservationist and active hiker 
he was instrumental in main- 
taining many trails’ in South- 
eastern Connecticut. Contribu- 
tions in his memory may be 
directed to The Nature Conser- 
vancy, c/o Mr. Herbert Hiller 
in Washington, D.C. 


Still Pond, Greenwich, Conn. 
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"Courtesy of Village Gazette 
Cal Hood Photo" 


STILL POND 


A ten acre gift in Greenwich 
received from Mr. and Mrs. James 
A. Shellenberger, of which Still 
Pond is part, is an area of ex- 
ceptional beauty. To be found 
within this tract is the 2-acre 
pond fed by three streams and a 
small rocky gorge. One can also 
find in this Natural Area large 
oak trees, black birches, tulip 
trees, basswood, beech groves 
and abundant ferns. The area 
is a haven for bird life in- 
cluding grouse, pheasants, black 
and wood ducks and mallards. 


Upon receiving this gift 
last month, Chapter Chairman 
Charles Clark, who is also 
Chairman of the Greenwich 
Conservation Commission, re- 
marked, "The Shellenberger gift 
is one of the most valuable 
contributions in recent years 
to the preservation of open 
space in our community, and 
the people of Greenwich will 
all benefit in years to come 
from this example of private 
dedication of a unique natural 
area. In time we hope that 
other generous citizens will 
be moved to similar action ™ 
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DEVIL'S DEN - A Project Report 


Much interest has been ex- 
pressed in the project efforts 
at the Lucius Pond Ordway Pre- 
serve (Devil's Den) which has 
now grown to cover most of the 
Saugatuck River watershed in 
Weston and Redding. The fol- 
lowing is a report from Clifford 
EK. Emanuelson who has been ap- 
pointed Director of the Preserve: 


The Preserve has now grown 
to 1369+ acres. There are 
several parcels which need to 
be obtained by gift or pur- 
chase to round out the property 
lines. Several friends of the 
Den have contributed help for 
these projects. 


Miss Katherine Ordway has 
set up a trust to ensure the 
care of the property and the 
coordination of efforts re- 
garding its use in its na-. 
tural state and to be used 
solely for 
a. conservation of its na- 
tural beauty and resources; 
b. research through universi- 
ties or by supervised students 


of plant and animal communities 


and other phases of ecology 
and conservation; and 


c. nature study by and through 


spiritual refreshment of res- 
ponsible visitors under such 
regulations as may be estab- 
lished and approved. 


National Office: 


1522 K Street, NW 


Conn. Chapter Office: 151 Brookdale Rd. 


Chapter Chairman: Mr. Charles A. Clark 
2 Mortimer Drive 


Washington, D.C. 20005 


Stamford, Conn. 06903 


The Editor invites any comments concerning, 


Old Greenwich, Conn. 06780 


The National Office and 
the Project Committee have 
now secured the services of 
a director to carry out the 
above wishes. A base line 
ecological study is now 
underway by several re- 
searchers. Reports are 
forthcoming upon which fu- 
ture use and studies will 
be determined. 
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EASTERN REGIONAL DIRECTOR APPOINTED 


Mr. Terry Blunt has been ap- 
pointed Eastern Regional Director 
by the National Office of The 
Nature Conservancy and will be 
working with projects here in 
New England. Many of us will re- 
member when Terry worked in this 
region as Field Representative. 
He subsequently was assistant to 
Huey D. Johnson, Director of the 
Western Regional Office of the 
Conservancy. A graduate of the 
University of Wisconsin Conserva- 
tion Program, Mr. Blunt gained 
experience with several conserva-— 
tion agencies before joining the 
Conservancy staff. 
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Newsletter Editor: Mrs. Richard M. Bowers 


Box | 47 
Old Mystic, Conn. 06372 


Any material published in this Newsletter may be 


reprinted without permission; credit would be 
appreciated. 


or articles for, the Chapter Newsletter. 


